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2nd Sunday of Advent EF 2021 
Matthew 11: 2-10 
 
The Messengers from John the Baptist 
 
Now when John had heard in prison the 
works of Christ: sending two of his disciples 
he said to him:  Art thou he that art to 
come, or look we for another? 
 

 
 
 
 

 
And Jesus making answer said to them: Go 
and relate to John what you have heard and 
seen. The blind see, the lame walk, the 
lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead 
rise again, the poor have the gospel 
preached to them. And blessed is he that 
shall not be scandalized in me. 

And when they went their way, Jesus began to say to the multitudes concerning John: 
What went you out into the desert to see? a reed shaken with the wind? But what went 
you out to see? a man clothed in soft garments? Behold they that are clothed in soft 
garments, are in the houses of kings. But what went you out to see? A prophet? Yea I tell 
you, and more than a prophet. For this is he of whom it is written: 

Behold I send my angel before my face,  
who shall prepare thy way before thee.i 

Jesus says, “Go and relate… what you have heard and seen.” 
 

Probably going back to my teenage years, I remember my faith being challenged by atheists and 
skeptics.  They would challenge me: “Show me your god!  Show me a miracle!” 
 
My response then and my response still today is: “Just look around you!” 
 
The problem is not that there is any lack of God’s Providence breaking into our daily life.  It is 
our lack of acknowledging Him.   
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For me, it is often my semi-hypnotic state of moving from one to-do to another to-do and to 
another to-do.  A successful day for me would be to string a dozen or more of those to-do’s and 
say with pride, “Look at what I’ve accomplished!”  But do you know what that makes me? – a 
do-do.   
 

The first clue is that I made it all about me, about what I accomplished, not about what God 

had done, even if He had graced my speech, my hands and my feet to get Him there. 
 
How can I break that habit of looking at the world as if it is all about me?   Oops, there I go, I 

make it about me breaking that habit.  So, how do I allow God to break that habit of looking at 

the world as if it is all about me?   
 
Let’s amend that question one more time:  How do I allow God to initiate the habit of looking at 
the world as if it is all about God? 
 

Jesus says, “Go and relate… what you have heard and seen.” 
 
What of God do you hear and see? 
 
An interesting thing happened to me yesterday when I came into the sacristy to get ready for 
Mass. 
 
There are times when the Blessed Sacrament is removed from the sanctuary and needs to be 
reposed in a secure place.  At St. Mary’s that secure place is our 2-ton safe in the sacristy.  To 
let people be aware of the Holy Presence we place a lampstand and sanctuary lamp just outside 
the safe.  One needs to be careful not to trip over it and splashing melted wax everywhere. 
 
Well, yesterday, I came into the sacristy focused on what I needed to do to prepare for Mass.  
More accurately, I was moving about with blinders as it was over 10 minutes before I noticed 
the sanctuary lamp.  I was never more that 10 feet from it the whole time.  
 
The reason the lamp wasn’t seen was not because it was not visibly present.   
 
Jesus is more present with us right here and now than that lamp in the sanctuary.  If we do not 
see Jesus, it isn’t because he isn’t making himself present. 
 
What of God do you hear and see? 
 
Allow yourself to hope and anticipate.  God may have something wonderful, awesome and 
breathtaking right around the corner for you.  Open your ears; open your eyes for the wonder 
and magnificence of the Lord. 
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We begin right here.  We come to Mass.  We, who show up at St. Mary’s, proclaim the true 
Presence of Christ in the Eucharist.  We proclaim Jesus’ Presence, body and blood, soul and 
divinity in the Blessed Sacrament. 
 
There is a danger, though, of allowing our reception to become routine with repetition.   
We forget that what we proclaim stretches the mind beyond imagination.  We call that 
“mystery”.  Mystery isn’t just something that we don’t understand now; it is something beyond 
all human comprehension for all time. 
 
Ecce Agnus Dei:  Can we allow ourselves to behold the lamb of God with wonder?  Doing so 
may free us to experience His presence when we go forth from here. Having been fed at his 
table, we go to become Jesus’ instrument of salvation to the world. His presence and miracles 
will be at our fingers’ touch. 
 
Hearing God here.  Seeing God here.  Why would we not be open to hear God anywhere, and to 
see God everywhere? 
 
At this communion rail, you will hear the words, “Corpus Domini Nostri Jesu Christi...”  You will 
see the appearance of bread. You will taste and you will come to believe that you are truly one 
in communion with Christ and his Body, the Church.  
 
You will have entered in the very life, the very Paschal Mystery of Jesus’ passion, death and 
resurrection.    

Jesus says, “Go and relate… what you have heard and seen.” 
 
You will be able to testify that: The blind see, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf 
hear, the dead rise again, the poor have the gospel preached to them. 
 
This is the faith of the Martyrs.  When given the choice of denial or death, they chose to live the 
truth in Jesus Christ who conquered death, the first born to rise, so that we may rise with Him. 
 
Look for your God and find Him.  Watch for His miracles and you may very well be His 
instrument.  Testify so that others may come to believe. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
i Various. CATHOLIC BIBLE: DOUAY RHEIMS VERSION, Verse It:All Books Edition (Searchable) 
(pp. 3224-3225). Tattered Plaid Publishing. Kindle Edition. 
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